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A roadmap for actively managing the watershed to promote long-term
sustainability and community resiliency

Addressing a need

Our watershed is an incredibly valuable resource But this resource is at risk

The headwaters of the upper American River Natural disasters, changing climate, aging
watershed helps form the backbone of California’s infrastructure, limited workforce, urbanization, and
complex statewide water system which provides more threaten the watershed’s capacity to support
water to millions. It also provides far-reaching the state’s multifaceted needs. Decades of forest
environmental and recreation benefits for the mismanagement and financial challenges only
region, state, nation, and even globally. exacerbate these issues.
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COLLABORATION TOWARDS RESULTS

The upper American River watershed is a valuable resource contributing to the
federal, state and local needs for water resource management. Continued investment
is needed to develop tools to improve the understanding of watershed patterns

impacting water quality, water supply system operations, and flood protection.




The upper American River watershed has been devastated by wildfires, in

particular the recent Caldor and Mosquito fires, diminishing its natural capacities
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FOREST LANDS DEVASTATED BY WILDFIRES

Multiple states of emergencies have created significant challenges for communities
and ecosystems within the watershed and those reliant on its resources
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The upper American River watershed provides a multitude of benefits

to local communities and those beyond its borders

Central Valley Project & State Water Project

One of the headwaters for the Central Valley Project and State Water
Project that form the backbone of our complex statewide water system
providing water to millions of residents, businesses, and farms.

Social
Capital

Habitat Protection

Natural habitats and ecosystems in the watershed are important to
a diverse range of resident and migrating species, including fish and
wildlife species of national importance.

Natural
Capital

drought and floods.

Recreation

Abundant wilderness and recreation opportunities that are a significant economic driver and are
enjoyed by residents and state, national, and international visitors.

WATERSHED BENEFITS

Water Supply & Delta Ecosystems

Snowpack and cold-water resources that are crucial for local water supplies and downstream
water temperature and water quality management.

Multi-Purpose Storage
Natural and built storage capacities help capture runoff and protect downstream areas from

Renewable Energy
Hydropower generation which is an important renewable energy source.

The Upper American River Watershed Group’s Programmatic Watershed Plan

identifies watershed management challenges and strategies to address them
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| Disconnect between community
economic development and
| watershed health and capacity building

Implement Sustainable Groundwater Management

Increase Water Reuse
Secure Water Infrastructure

Improve Drought Preparedness and Response

Ensure All Residents Have Access to Clean and Affordable Water




Understanding the true value and benefits of the upper American River

watershed is critical to ensuring that all aspects of the watershed are protected

The upper American River watershed is provided with a large stock of natural capital, be it water, soil, air,
minerals, living organisms, or other natural assets. This natural capital provides the foundation for working
landscapes that deliver a diverse range of ecosystem goods and services. Ecosystem goods are tangible and
quantifiable products derived from the environment such as water, timber, fish, and agricultural crops
whereas ecosystem services are ecological processes and benefits including water purification, flood
regulation, and recreational opportunities. Initial estimates from El Dorado Water Agency’s valuation study
shows this watershed as producing over $14 billion/year in ecosystem goods and services.

VALUE OF OUR WATERSHED

The Programmatic Watershed Plan was prepared under the direction of the Upper American River Watershed
Group (members listed below), supplemented by extensive consultations with pertinent subject matter
experts, partner agencies, and organizations.

American River Conservancy
California Department of Water Resources
County of El Dorado, Agricultural Commissioner
County of El Dorado, Environmental Management Department
County of El Dorado, Office of Wildfire Preparedness and Resilience
County of El Dorado, Planning and Building
County of Placer
El Dorado and Georgetown Divide Resource Conservation Districts
El Dorado County Farm Bureau
El Dorado Irrigation District
El Dorado Water Agency (Convenor)
Georgetown Divide Public Utility District
Placer County Water Agency
Placer County Resource Conservation District
Regional Water Authority
Sacramento Municipal Utility District
Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation
University of California, Berkeley

LOCAL, STATE & FEDERAL COLLABORATION

Contact

El Dorado Water Agency

edcwa@edcgov.us

(530) 621-6673 February 2024



