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SB 552 Background and Requirements

Created to help small water suppliers and rural communities reduce
their risk of inadequate water supply during a water shortage event

Requires counties to:

ﬁ Establish a county drought and water shortage task force to
facilitate drought and water shortage preparedness

Develop a County Drought Resilience Plan that includes potential
drought and water shortage risk and proposed interim and long-term
solutions
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E.g., small water suppliers with 1,000-2,999 service connections and schools are required to develop a WSCP
Small water suppliers with less than 1,000 service connections need to add drought planning elements to their emergency notification or response plan

I don’t want to spend too much time on this since we have a lot to cover, I know we have a few people here today that are new so if anyone is not familiar with the SB 552 requirements, please reach out…




DWR Assistance

* Released guidebook to help
counties develop their
required plan

* Made funds available for
counties to help develop the
plan.
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County Drought Resilience
Plan Guidebook

Task Force Formulation, Plan Development, and Implementation
Considerations for Implementing Senate Bill 552 (Hertzberg)

March 2023

California Department of Water Resources
Water Use Efficiency Branch

County Drought Resilience EPlan Guidebook (ca.gov)
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DWR prepared this Guidebook as a technical assistance document to help counties develop their County Drought Resilience Plan. This Guidebook includes information:
Risk assessment
available data and tools from State agencies
short-term emergency response actions
long-term mitigation actions

The Agency provided comments to DWR based on our experiences with El Dorado County

For small water suppliers that are required to develop a WSCP (i.e., 1,000-2,999 connections and schools)…DWR and the State Water Board released a WSCP template

https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/SB-552/DWR_Final_Guidebook_20230313_ADA_508_v5.pdf
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Water Shortage Concerns & Updates




2023 Wet Winter and Spring, BUT ...

« Groundwater levels in El Dorado County remain below their
historical averages.

* As of August 2023, groundwater levels in the county are about
1 foot below their historical averages.

Drought planning remains a
high priority!
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The wet winter and spring in California helped to improve the status of major water resources in El Dorado County. Reservoirs are at or near their historical averages. However, water conservation is still important. Long-term planning for drought is vital.
Have you had any water supply-related problem so far?
Are you aware of any of the small water systems with difficulties?



Drought and Water Shortage

Damages to infrastructure

Dry wells

Expanding communities

Agricultural demand

&

Are your communities
experiencing related challenges?

&


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The wet winter and spring in California helped to improve the status of major water resources in El Dorado County. Reservoirs are at or near their historical averages. However, water conservation is still important. Long-term planning for drought is vital.
Have you had any water supply-related problem so far?
Are you aware of any of the small water systems with difficulties?



Moving Forward
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Next Steps

« County of El Dorado and EDWA hope to pursue the DWR
grant funding

« Continue development of County Drought Resilience Plan

« (Continue coordination with Task Force

&
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Thank you!
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